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Municipal Building - Council Chambers				
September 23, 2026 – 6:45 p.m.

A meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Loup City convened in special session on          September 23, 2026. Mayor Hart was absent. Council President Krueger called the Special Meeting to order at 6:45 p.m.  Notice of the Special Meeting/ Budget Hearing and Special Hearing was given in advance thereof by posting at the following three public places on September 21, 2026; City Office, Post Office, Sherman County Courthouse; Publication in the Sherman County Times on September 16, 2026.  Said notice of the meetings contained the statement that the agenda kept continually current was available to the public in the office of the City Clerk during normal business hours.

Council President announced that the special meeting of the Mayor and Council is an open meeting.  The City of Loup City abides by the Open Meetings Act in conducting business.  A copy of the Open Meetings Act is displayed in the Council Chambers as required by law.  The City Council may vote to go into closed session on any agenda item as allowed by State Law.

All proceedings were taken while the convened meeting was open to the public.  Council President called the meeting to order.  Upon roll call by the City Clerk the following were present: Krueger, Iske, Sekutera, Smydra. Also present were City Clerk Reimers and Deputy Clerk Kuszak.  Also present were: Four members of the Public.

Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  There was a moment of silence for our Armed Forces and our volunteers who keep us safe.

Relinquishment of Council President: Maggie Sekutera visited with the rest of the Council about doing this process through §32-568.  The Council agreed to use the current Agenda that was approved by City Attorney White.  Receipt and acknowledgment of the written relinquishment by Marc Krueger of the position of President of the City Council only, expressly not including resignation from the elected City Council seat.  President Council Krueger handed the meeting over the City Clerk Reimers.  A Motion was made by Smydra and seconded by Iske to approve the written relinquishment by Marc Krueger of the position of President of the City Council only.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Iske, Smydra, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: None. Abstain: Krueger. Motion carried.

Nominations for Council President: Krueger nominated Iske for President Council.  Clerk Reimers declared that all nominations are ceased.  A Motion was made by Krueger to nominate Andrew Iske in as Council President, seconded by Smydra.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Kreuger, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: None. Abstain: Iske. Motion carried.  Upon roll call to vote Andrew Iske in as Council President: Ayes: Sekutera, Smydra, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: None. Abstain: Iske. 

Resignation of Mayor Hart: City Clerk Reimers submitted Mayor Hart’s written resignation dated September 18, 2026 effective immediately upon acceptance.  A Motion was made by Iske and seconded by Kreuger to approve the resignation of Mayor Hart. Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Iske, Smydra, Krueger, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: None. Abstain: None. Motion carried.

Statutory Succession of Office of Mayor: Mayor Hart’s Resignation has been entered into the Minutes as the resignation has been approved and now become effective.  Council President Iske was then instructed to exercise the Office of Mayor for the remainder of the unexpired Mayoral term pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §32-568(4) and §17-107(1).  

Oath of Office: City Clerk Reimers administered the Oath of Office of Andrew Iske as Mayor before entering upon the duties of that office, pursuant to Neb. Rev. Sat §11-101.  City Clerk Reimers will file such Oath of Office.  Mayor Iske then took over the meeting.

Resulting City Council Vacancy: Presentation of the City Clerk’s written notice identifying the resulting vacancy in the office of City Council Member, Andrew Iske, with the length of the unexpired term be December 2026.  City Clerk put such entry of the notice in Minutes.  City Council directed City Clerk Reimers to immediately publish it into Sherman County Times and post notice of the vacancy as provided by Neb. Rev. Stat. §32-569.

Mayor Iske adjourned the Special Meeting at 7:04 p.m.

Budget Public Hearing: Mayor Iske opened the 2026-2027 Budget Hearing at 7:04 p.m., as advertised in the Sherman County Times September 10, 2026.  Mayor Iske opened floor for discussion.  Smydra explained that this Budget is a formula the City has to complete to get funding from the State.  The amounts of spending is not what the City is going to spend, it states what the City can spend up to that amount.  Kathy Bolich asked what the City is looking for as an increase this year.  Krueger stated that the City is not requesting an increase this year.  Bolich asked if the levy will stay the same.  Smydra responded that the levy is going down because evaluations went up, but the City’s asking dollar amount is the same.  A Motion was made by Sekutera and seconded by Smydra to close the Budget Hearing.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Sekutera, Krueger. Nays: none. Absent: None. Abstain: None. Motion carried. Budget Hearing was closed at 7:09 p.m.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Smydra to approve the 2026-2027 Budget.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Sekutera, Smydra, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: None. Abstain: None. Motion carried.  Budget Hearing was closed at 7:10 p.m.

Special Hearing: Mayor Iske opened the Special Hearing to Set Final Tax Request at 7:10 p.m.  Mayor Iske opened the floor for discussion.  A question was asked on how much is the levy.  Smydra stated the levy is $498,132, same as last year.  $356,732 for non-bond purchases and $141,400 on principal and interest on bonds.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Sekutera to close the Special Hearing.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Krueger, Sekutera, Smydra. Nays: None. Absent: None. Abstain: None. Motion carried.  Special Hearing closed at 7:16 p.m.

Resolution 2026-23: Setting the Property Tax Request.  A Motion was made by Smydra and seconded by Krueger to adopt Resolution 2026-23. Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Sekutera, Smydra, Krueger. Mayor Iske adjourned the Special Hearing at 7:17 p.m.
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