City of Loup City – Regular Meeting
Municipal Building – Council Chambers
September 8, 2026 – 7:00 p.m.

A meeting of the Mayor and Council of Loup City convened in regular session on September 8, 2026.  Mayor Hart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Notice of the Regular Meeting was given in advance thereof by: Posting at three locations- City Hall, Post Office and Court House.  Notice was published in the Sherman County Times on September 2, 2026. Said notice of the meetings contained the statement that the agenda kept continually current was available to the public in the office of the City Clerk during normal business hours.
Mayor Hart announced that the meeting of the Mayor and Council is an open meeting.  The City of Loup City abides by the Open Meetings Act in conducting business.  A copy of the Open Meetings Act is displayed in the Council Chambers as required by law.  The City Council may vote to go into closed session on any agenda item as allowed by State Law.
All proceedings were taken while the convened meeting was open to the public.  Mayor Hart called the meeting to order.  Upon roll call by City Clerk Reimers the following were present: Mark Krueger, Jennifer Smydra, and Maggie Sekutera.  Absent: Andrew Iske. Also present were Mayor Hart, City Clerk Reimers, Sheriff Joel Bergman, Maintenance Supervisor Rasmussen, Sherman County Economic Development Director Melissa Dush and seven members of the Public were present.
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  There was a moment of silence to remember all Armed Forces Service Personnel and all Volunteers who help keep us safe.
Public Comment:   None.  
Consent Agenda. A Motion was made by Smydra and seconded by Krueger to approve Agenda Items 5a- Approve Minutes of August 4, 2026, Regular Meeting, 5b- Approve August 19 Special Meeting Minutes, 5c-SDL for Knights of Columbus- Wedding Reception at Community Center on November 7, 2026.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Sekutera, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.  No Motion or Action on Agenda 5d-August 2026 Treasurer Report. City Clerk Reimers had the bank statements available for review.
Police Report: Sheriff Bergman asked the Council if they had any questions regarding the monthly report.  Sheriff Bergman reported that the FLOCK was used to help solve an investigation.  The Sheriff’s Office is down one deputy.  Court Security Officer Dan Scamehorn will be retiring tomorrow.  A replacement for his position has been filled.
SCED: Melissa Dush went over her report.  Rural Workforce Housing update included one home renovation completed and will be under contract in two days, there are two active loans, one application loan is ready for Loan Committee next week for new build triplex, and the Grant reporting period for annual review.  CRA has accepted an offer on John’s Subdivision lot for a new build.  Loup City 2030 Visioning will hold their reconvening meeting September 9, 2026.  The Community Beautification Committee is working on a Community Cleanup on October 3, 2026.  
LB840:   All loans are current.  The balance in the LB840 bank account is $144,315.27.  Dush is preparing for a CARC meeting for July-December 2025 and January-June 2025 review.  Should be ready for the Council’s Approval at the October meeting.  
Public Works Director Report: Rasmussen went over his report.  The bathrooms were cleaned at Peterson and Jenners Parks, shredded the lagoons and dump, finished painting the curbs yellow around town, painted handicap parking stalls around town, mowed and weed whipped grass downtown and at the pool, continue to push trees and grass clippings at the dump, cut up branches at Jenners park and at the Cemetery then hauled the branches to the dump, mowed at 1051 G Street, took the recycling trailer to Broken Bow, worked on filling potholes around town and graded Jeemmds Ave, drained the pool and working on winterizing it, removed the speed bumps by the pool, sprayed for weeds and mosquitoes.  Other tasks included fixing the baby changing station at the Community Center, put up American Flags for the Nebraska Supreme Court visit, continue to tear out the beaver dam on 12th Street, did some water and sewer locates for contractors, disconnected water service line to old trailer court located at 167 P Street, measured curb replacement along sidewalk on Eastside of Courthouse with approval- had the large broken sections replaced when the new sidewalk was poured. Rasmussen worked on notice letters for “Unknown Service Line Material” and updated the City’s information for the Dog Licenses.  Five properties were posted for mowing as the City mowed and cleaned up two of the posted properties and billed.  Meters were read and three meters and a couple of wires had to be replaced.  The Shop Dewatering Well was replaced on August 26th by Sargent Drilling and is pumping at previous levels.  There was one full burial.  The Coliform water samples for the month of August were negative for Coliform and E-Coli.  Kevin Holcomb completed the backflow testing before he retired.  Outlets were located at the swimming pool for the Pickle Ball Organization to hold their Glow Ball Event.
Resolution 2026-19: A Resolution of the City of Loup City, Nebraska; to amend the utilities policy and procedure for the City of Loup City, State of Nebraska.  Rasmussen went over the section to amend.  When the customer requests to have their water turned back on after idle service of (30) thirty days, the fees are now amended to ($50) Fifty Dollars Monday through Friday from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm (replacing the $25 fee) and $150 (One Hundred Fifty Dollars) after hours and weekends (replacing the $75 fee). A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Smydra to approve Resolution 2026-19. Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Sekutera, Smydra, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Repair Shop Well: Rasmussen explained to the Council the cost to rebuild the old bowl assembly will be $3,835 if the castings and impellers are in good shape.  This will be a spare for the City.  This will not be done if the rebuild of the bowl is beyond rebuildable.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Sekutera to approve the rebuild the bowl if it is rebuildable.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Krueger, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Resolution 2026-20: A Resolution of the City of Loup City, Nebraska, levying special assessment for utilities against the property located at 530 P Street in the amount of $472.83.  A Motion was made by Sekutera and seconded by Smydra to approve Resolution 2026-20. Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Krueger, Smydra, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Resolution 2026-21: A Resolution of the City of Loup City, Nebraska, levying special assessment for mowing and trimming yard against property located at 1051 G Street.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Sekutera to approve Resolution 2026-21.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Krueger, Smydra, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Community Center Floor Bid: There was one bid that was mailed to the City of Loup City, but the envelope was not correctly labeled. Previously, to this bid process, an estimate was submitted by another entity.  Rasmussen agreed that the floor needs to be stripped and re-waxed.  Since the Bid process was not correctly followed, the Council agreed that it needs to go back out for bid. A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Sekutera to go back out for bid.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes; Smydra, Sekutera, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.  City Clerk will contact the entity that submitted the bid.  
90 Day Past Due: Four accounts are on the list.  One has a payment agreement, one will be contacted due to communication error, one will have a lien put on the property, and one had the property sold privately without notice. 
2026 Street Improvement Bid: Tyler Hillmar could not attend the meeting. Two bids were publicly opened by Miller & Associates on September 3, 2026.  Nielsen Contracting LLC’s bid was $729,473 and The Diamond Engineering Co’s bid was $997,947.   Hillmar submitted to the City Clerk addressed to the Council a recommendation to award Nielsen Contracting LLC the bid in the amount of $729,473.  A Motion was made by Kreuger and seconded by Smydra to approve the recommendation from the City Engineer for Project 140-A1-018.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Krueger, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.  
Knights of Columbus: An Agenda request was submitted to the City Clerk by a representative from the Knights of Columbus asking for a reduction on Pool Party Cost of $250.  They provide free swimming to the Youth every year during this pool party.  Sekutera suggested that the City uses some of the ACE Grants to help with this cost for the Knights of Columbus and suggested that the Knights of Columbus apply for some ACE grant funding annually.  Smydra suggested an application process. A Motion was made by Sekutera and seconded by Krueger to take $250 out of the ACE fund to reimburse this cost.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Krueger, Smydra, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Pickleball: Agenda Item 13A-An Agenda Request was submitted to the City Clerk.  Deb Obermiller and Connie Hancock approached the Council.  Obermiller explained that there will be a Glow in the Dark Pickleball Tournament on October 2, 2026 in the Courts at Jenners Park.  The Tournament will be a fundraiser benefiting Sherman County Sprouts.  Obermiller asked the Council permission and asked for electricity during this Tournament.  Mayor Hart suggested asking NPPD to about getting a permanent outlet placed in the courts.  Hancock visited with the Mayor and Council about upgrading or replacing the court.  There are several cracks in the court.  Agenda Item 13B-The Pickleball Players would like permission to use the Community Center from October 2026 through April 2027 to play Pickleball.  A Motion was made by Sekutera and seconded by Krueger to approve Agenda Items 13A and 13B.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Sekutera, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Sidewalk Improvement Program Payments:  Two applications were submitted and completed.  Two separate sidewalk improvement claims were submitted by Alec Baillie.  Agenda Item 14A- 134 O Street Invoice totaled $3,000 and Agenda Item 14B-752 O Street Invoice totaled $2,699.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Smydra to pay these claims.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Sekutera, Smydra, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Resolution 2026-22: A Resolution approving the Levy Allocation in the amount of $2,000. An Agenda Request was submitted to the City Clerk.  The Loup City Airport Authority is requesting a levy allocation in the amount of $2,000.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Smydra to approve Resolution 2026-22.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Sekutera, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
529 R Street: There have been some improvements on this property.  City Clerk Reimers sent a Certified Letter to the Property owners asking for an update.  The letter was not picked up.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Smydra to have the Sheriff serve the letter.  Mayor Hart instructed City Clerk Reimers to work with City Attorney Jason White.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Krueger, Smydra, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: none. Motion carried.  Krueger asked for an update on the property discussed at the last meeting, as Krueger was absent.  Sekutera updated that the property owner has an extension to the October Meeting.  The property owner reported at that meeting that he is selling it.  Heather Janulewicz approached the Council.  Janulewicz stated that the person that was going to buy the property is Janulewicz’s contractor.  The property owner told the buyer that he wasn’t sure if he is selling it. The property owner did tell the buyer how much he would sell it for, and the buyer counteroffered.  The property owner has not responded to buyer.  The property has not been sold, and there is no contract to sell. Mayor Hart specified that this property is on the October Agenda.
Agenda Request: An Agenda request was submitted to the City Clerk by Jennifer Smydra.  Smydra is the representative speaking on behalf of the Beautification Committee.  Smydra reported that some volunteers that helped during clean up day are still volunteering with clean up with nuisance properties.  Smydra would like the City to use $500 from the ACE fund to help purchase gas cards for these volunteers.  The funds and purchase of cards will be ran through the Chamber of Commerce.  A Motion was made by Sekutera and seconded by Krueger to approve Using $500 from ACE fund to Beautification Committee ran through the Chamber of Commerce.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Sekutera, Krueger, Smydra. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Motorized Scooters: Clerk Reimers apologized to the Council for not getting the Ordinance finished.  Reimers explained that more research needed to be done before it could be finished. With the Audit, Budget and other things, Reimers ran out of time.  Krueger stated that that the State Legislature are working through motorized scooters.  Krueger thinks there will be a State Statue come out on scooters.  If the City does this Ordinance, and then the State Statute is passed, the City will have to change the Ordinance.  Mayor Hart will reach out to Jason White and ask for a timeline on State Statute.  This Agenda is postponed to the October Meeting.
Best Point Payment: The Council already voted on paying Best Point Web a monthly fee of $100.  Clerk Reimers would like the Council to approve paying this fee by ACH.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Sekutera.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Sekutera, Smydra, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Audit: The 2025-2026 Audit has been completed, and due to the deadline, the audit has been submitted.  Smydra reviewed the audit.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Smydra to approve the Final Version of the 2025-2026 Audit.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Krueger, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Budget: A Budget Hearing is set for September 23, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.
Schaupp’s Disposal Claim: A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Sekutera to approve Schaupp’s claim as submitted for payment.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Sekutera, Krueger. Nays: None.  Absent: Iske. Abstain.  Motion carried.  
Approval of Claims: Smydra had claims this month. A motion was made by Smydra and seconded by Sekutera to approve the payments of Claims presented. Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Krueger, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Iske. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Committee Reports: Sekutera- Pool & Parks Board will meet tomorrow at 5:00 at City Hall. Krueger- No report.  Smydra- Beautification Committee came up with a checklist to help with nuisance properties.  

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Hart  reported that a lawyer representing the owners of the old High School has reached out to the Mayor asking for an update. The next step is to rezone the property.
Budget Hearing is set for September 23, 2026.
The next regular meeting is planned for October 6, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
Meeting was Adjourned at 7:59 P.M. 
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                                                                  City Clerk, Treasurer
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