City of Loup City – Regular Meeting
Municipal Building – Council Chambers
October 6, 2026 – 7:00 p.m.

A meeting of the Mayor and Council of Loup City convened in regular session on October 6, 2026.  Mayor Iske called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Notice of the Regular Meeting was given in advance thereof by: Posting at three locations- City Hall, Post Office and Court House.  Notice was published in the Sherman County Times on September 30, 2026. Said notice of the meetings contained the statement that the agenda kept continually current was available to the public in the office of the City Clerk during normal business hours.
Mayor Iske announced that the meeting of the Mayor and Council is an open meeting.  The City of Loup City abides by the Open Meetings Act in conducting business.  A copy of the Open Meetings Act is displayed in the Council Chambers as required by law.  The City Council may vote to go into closed session on any agenda item as allowed by State Law.
All proceedings were taken while the convened meeting was open to the public.  Mayor Iske called the meeting to order.  Upon roll call by City Clerk Reimers the following were present: Mark Krueger, Jennifer Smydra, and Maggie Sekutera.  Absent: Vacant Seat. Also present were Mayor Iske, City Clerk Reimers, Sheriff Joel Bergman, Maintenance Supervisor Rasmussen, Sherman County Economic Development Director Melissa Dush, Transit Manager Ryan Durham, Central Nebraska Economic Development District’s Executive Director Carla Kimball and Nine members of the Public were present.
Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  There was a moment of silence to remember all Armed Forces Service Personnel and all Volunteers who help keep us safe.
Public Comment:   Gene Ingold introduced himself to the Council.  Ingold expressed concern of his property being on the nuisance list.  
Consent Agenda. A correction on the Regular Minutes- SDL event was printed as November 7, 2026 for Todd Wardyn- Wedding at Community Center.  The event is scheduled for October 17, 2026.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Smydra to approve Agenda Items 5a- Approve Minutes of September 8, 2026, Regular Meeting, 5b- Approve September 23 Budget/Special Meeting Minutes, 5c-Approve SDL-Miller’s Chillers wedding reception-Donna Wardyn- November 7, 2026. 5d- Correction SDL for Todd Wardyn.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Krueger, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.  No Motion or Action on Agenda 5e-September 2026 Treasurer Report. City Clerk Reimers had the bank statements available for review.
Vacant Seat Appointment: There were two letters of interest delivered to the City Clerk per ad ran in Sherman County Times.  Mayor Iske appointed Austin Nielsen as a Council Member to fill in the term expiring Dec 2026.  Council Vote: The following vote on Mayor Iske’s appointment: Ayes: Krueger. Nays: Sekutera, Smydra. The Mayor’s Appointment failed and will be placed on the next meeting’s Agenda.
Cemetery Software:  Ryan Durham presented the software to the Council and Mayor.  Durham recommended Chronical Cemetery management Solutions for the software. They offer area mapping, digital maps, new signage and digital memorials.  They will offer ground penetrating and an additional discount rate.  The average time frame to complete the project is six months.  The total price for the first year will be $21,000.  That would include all the mapping. The license fees will be $1,988 a year.  There will be a five percent increase annually.  Durham figured if the City would pay for five years, the saving will be $1,041. For ten years there will be a saving of $5,100.  Smydra stated that between CD and NPAIT, there is roughly $155,000 in the Cemetery Fund.  Rasmussen showed the Council the current mapping boards that the office staff uses today, which are frail and falling apart.  A Motion was made by Smydra and seconded by Sekutera to approve the purchase of Cemetery Software Program Chronical using the NPAIT Cemetery Funds to pay.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Sekutera, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.  
Christmas Tour Rides: Transit Manager Durham provided flyers to the Council.  Durham would like City Transit to offer Christmas Light Tours again this year to Comstock, NE.  Both transit buses would be used.  There will be three trips scheduled. Durham asked the Council for permission and what fee to charge. Krueger made a motion and seconded by Smydra to approve Comstock Christmas Tour Rides with both Transit Buses.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Krueger, Smydra, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion Carried.  The Council then discussed setting the fees. Durham will move his work hours so the trips will not be overtime.  Clerk Reimers told the Council that office working hours cannot be moved to schedule these rides.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Smydra to do these rides for free again this year.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Sekutera, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Police Report: Sheriff Bergman reported that the Sheriff’s Office has hired a new part-time Deputy, Bobby Jacques from the Grand Island Police Department.  Bergman asked if there were any questions from his submitted report.  Bergman congratulated Iske for becoming the Mayor.  A quarterly review meeting was scheduled for October 15, 2026 at 4:00 p.m.  
CNEDD Nuisance: Carla Kimball, Executive Director for Central Nebraska Economic Development District was introduced.  Kimball went over the process of nuisance abatement offered to Loup City.  Initially a map was put together by Smydra.  Kimball explained that there are 759 parcels in the City of Loup City.  This program works with a section at a time.  CNEDD will look at every property in that section and treat each property the same. CNEDD will drive by and do a windshield assessment, as they never get out of their car and stay on the right-of-way and take pictures.  CNEDD would like the City to have a standard set of Ordinances.  CNEDD will be in the Community four times; first windshield assessment they are driving by the properties.  Letters and pictures will be sent to the property owners, as the City will not know who received the letters.  The owners have 30 days to comply. CNEDD will then come back again for the second windshield assessment.  If the property is not compliant, CNEDD will come back to the City Council and ask those properties to be deemed a nuisance.  They will have another 30 days to comply.  If the property owners call CNEDD and explain that they have been working on the property and will need more time, CNEDD will have the authority to grant a one-time extra 30-days.  The first phase on the map indicates the entrance corridors to Loup City, which consists of 263 parcels.  The estimated cost will be $33,000.  This estimate will only cover the cost for CNEDD to come, the actual abatement would be an additional cost.  Smydra looked up how much the Keno account was bringing in and stated it was roughly bringing in $8,000 a year but has gone up to roughly $12,000 a year.  The Keno account has roughly $26,000 in there right now.  Smydra suggested using half of CNEDD’s fee through the Keno Account Funds.  Smydra stated that they are only doing properties inside the City limits.   Resolution 2026-23 was introduced: A Resolution approving participation in and application for the Central Nebraska Economic Development District (CNEDD) Nuisance Abatement Program.  Kimball explained that the Council must vote unanimously. A Motion was made by Krueger, seconded by Smydra to approve Resolution 2026-23.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Krueger, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.



SCED: Melissa Dush went over her report.  Topics included Rural Workforce Housing, Loup City 2030 Visioning held their meeting September 9th, Sherman County Sprouts and Tourism/Promotion.  Dush attended the Governor’s Summit Conference.  Community Beautification held a fall community cleanup day on October 3rd.  There were 15 volunteers.  Dush thanked the City Maintenance crew for their help during this cleanup.
LB840:   One loan payment was returned.  The balance in the LB840 account is $161,559.06.  Dush is preparing for a CARC meeting for July-December 2025 and January-June 2025 review.  Should be ready for the Council’s Approval at the November meeting.  There is one Grant Application in progress.
Public Works Director Report: Rasmussen went over his report.  The Maintenance crew were busy cleaning bathrooms at Peterson and Jenner’s Park, had the power shut off to the lights at Peterson’s Park, pulled weeds and placed white rock at the Community Center, spread white rock at the water tower, continued to mow and weed whipped grass downtown and at the pool, removed sand and gravel from the pool filter system-which needs to be replaced, sprayed weeds and for mosquitoes, cleaned up and hauled off a fallen down branch at the Pickle Ball court, worked on filling potholes around town and graded Jeemmds Ave, continued to push trees and grass clippings up at the dump, continued to tear out the beaver dam on 12th Street, ordered filters and hoses to service the skid steer and pay loader, ordered propane for the generators at Rose Lane, Reservoir Hill and lift station, and  marked a plot for a headstone. Rasmussen met with American Fence for bid to repair Cemetery Fence-bid was previously approved by the Council.  St. Josephat’s approved bid was $5,299.77 and Evergreen’s approved bid was $4,125.69.  Seargent Drilling serviced wells.  Rasmussen updated the Critical and Emergency contact list around town and with the State, as the result of a new Mayor.  Rasmussen submitted July and August DMR’s to the State.  Other duties included approved curb grinding at 733 N 9th Street, shut off one water service for non-payment, did some water and sewer locates for contractors, marked N Street for the street replacement project, trouble shot 10th Street dewatering well, speed stick, heater control and touch screen are bad, not communicating with the Scada System- Been running the well on hand and monitoring the flow visually- Have the hertz turned down, hung no hunting signs at the lagoons, set up table and chairs for the Town Hall Meetings, hung new signs at the water tower and Reservoir Hill, changed out three meters, new meters arrived and put in inventory, winterized Peterson Park, handed out letters and had the City Street Project posted on Facebook and City’s website, and serviced equipment.  Sargent Drilling removed filter pump from pool and is going to rebuild it. ISS tested the hood at Community Center.  Meters were read for the month, and the Coliform water samples for the month of September were negative for Coliform and E-Coli.  The overhead door came and fixed one of the shop doors, had to replace the springs.   There was one full burial and one cremains burial.  Dave Rhodes is going to hook up the Fire Hall generator correctly.  
Dewatering Well: Rasmussen included in the Council’s packet a quote from Atlas Automation for the Dewatering Well 2 Repairs in the amount of $4,750.  Details include replacing existing controller with a new 7” color touchscreen controller, updating the programming and make any needed wiring changes, and a new thermostat switch will be installed to operate the panel heater.  A motion was made by Sekutera and seconded by Smydra to approve the quote for repairs on Dewatering Well 2.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Sekutera, Smydra, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.


Pool’s Vac Sand Filter: Rasmussen went over the quote submitted by Associated Supply for the pool’s vac sand filter in the amount of $3,360.50.  A Motion was made by Smydra and seconded by Sekutera to approve the pool’s vac sand filter in the amount $3,360.50.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Krueger, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Community Center Floor Bids: City Clerk Reimers received two timely sealed bids for the Stripping and Re-waxing of the Community Center Floor. Mayor Iske opened the sealed bids.  The first bid was submitted by Martin’s Cleaning Services, Inc in the amount of $8,200.  The second bid was submitted by Tim Kusek in the amount of $6,003.55, plus $200 to move the furniture. The Council discussed both bids and then chose Tim Kusek’s bid.  The City’s Maintenance Department will move the furniture.  A Motion was made by Smydra and seconded by Krueger to accept Tim Kusek’s bid in the amount of $6,003.55.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Krueger, Smydra, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Change Cemetery Fees: Rasmussen visited with the Council regarding increasing the Cemetery Fees.  This will need to be done by Resolution and was postponed to the November 2026 Meeting.
John Deere Financial Credit Account: Rasmussen asked the Council if the City could apply for a credit account to John Deere Financial above $75,000.  This will make it possible to purchase equipment in the future.  A Motion was made by Sekutera and seconded by Krueger to approve a charge account above $75,000.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Sekutera, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Alley Bar Curb & Gutter: The owner of the Alley Bar reached out to Rasmussen asking if the City will replace the curb and gutter in front of the handicap parking stall.  The spot has sunk down and is very rough.  At the high end of cost for repair will be $$2,800 to $3,500.  Kuszak’s Construction will do this and will start as soon as possible.  A Motion was made by Sekutera and seconded by Krueger to approve the repair up to the amount of $3,500. Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Sekutera, Smydra, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Increase Snow Removal Fee: Rasmussen explained that due to cost increases in the snowplow blade and fuel, the fees to remove snow at the Airport Authority should increase from $175 per hour to $225 per hour.  Stan Tiller was in attendance representing the Airport Authority. Tiller asked about the increase as the Airport Authority will hold their meeting tomorrow night.  Rasmussen is asking for a 28% increase.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Smydra to approve the fee increase to $225 per hour at the Airport.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Kreuger, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Discarding John Deere Mower: Rasmussen explained that the City has a John Deere 737-ZTRAK mower that needs discarded.  The mower does not run and no motor. A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Sekutera to have the John Deere 737-ZTRAK mower go out for sealed bid process.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Krueger, Smydra, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
90 Day Past Due: There were three addresses on the list.  The Council instructed City Clerk Reimers to send out disconnect letters.



Council President: Mayor Iske opened nominations for Council President.  Sekutera was nominated by Krueger.   Smydra seconded the nomination.  Council vote on nomination of Sekutera: Smydra-Yes. Sekutera-Abstain. Krueger-Yes. Sekutera signed Council President’s Oath Of Office.
Mayor’s Appointment for Cemetery Board: Father Piontowski passed away which left a vacancy on the Cemetery Board.  Mayor Iske reached out to Jason Obermiller and asked if he would serve on the Cemetery Board.  Obermiller is the Pastor at the Lutheran Church and a schoolteacher at Loup City Public Schools.  Obermiller agreed to fill the vacancy.  A motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Smydra to approve the appointment of Jason Obermiller. Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Sekutera, Smydra, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Nuisance Property: 319 N 10th Street: The owner of the property was present.  Kowalski stated that the sale of the property was paused, as the guy didn’t have the money.  Kowalski will hire him to help with his other properties and may trade labor for the sale.  The City asked Kowalski for permission to contact the person for an update.  Kowalski gave the city permission.  A Motion was made by Sekutera and seconded by Krueger to place this property on the November Agenda.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Sekutera, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Nuisance Property 529 R Street: City Clerk Reimers sent the letter to the Hall County Sheriff and has not heard back from them.  Rasmussen stated that no work has been done on this property for the last 30 days. A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Sekutera to place this property on the November Agenda. Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Sekutera, Smydra, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Tim Obermiller Subdivision Final Platte: The recommendation from the Planning Commission Board is to approve Tim Obermiller’s Final Platte.  Krueger and City Clerk Reimers have been working on this for a few months.  Clerk stated that the only signatures left is the Mayor, Clerk, and Tim Obermiller, which must be notarized. A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Smydra to approve Tim Obermiller’s Subdivision Final Platte. Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Krueger, Smydra, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Series 2019 Bond Payment: Series 2019 Bond Payment is due December 15, 2026 in the amount of $73,613.75.  This payment is for the Fire Hall.  A Motion was made by Sekutera and seconded by Smydra to make the payment. Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Krueger, Smydra, Sekutera. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Authorizing Overtime for Clerk: City Clerk Reimers asked permission from the Council overtime hours to input financials.  Clerk visited with the City’s CPA regarding a time frame.  He will be done with extensions on October 15th and can start on the City’s Financials after the 15th of October.  A Motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Smydra to authorize City Clerk overtime hours.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Sekutera, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
 Scooters: This Agenda item was carried over from the September Meeting.  The Council is waiting to see what State Statutes will come out before acting on this.  A Motion was made by Smydra and seconded by Krueger to postpone until the November Meeting. Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Sekutera, Smydra, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.


Schaupp’s Disposal Claim: A Motion was made by Sekutera and seconded by Smydra to approve Schaupp’s claim as submitted for payment.  Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Krueger, Sekutera. Nays: None.  Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None.  Motion carried.  
Approval of Claims: Krueger had claims this month. A motion was made by Krueger and seconded by Sekutera to approve the payments of Claims presented. Upon roll call vote: Ayes: Smydra, Sekutera, Krueger. Nays: None. Absent: Vacant Seat. Abstain: None. Motion carried.
Committee Reports: Sekutera- Pool & Parks Board mentioned that there is a pile of chairs at the pool that needs screws put in them. Rasmussen stated the Maintenance Crew had already finished that.  They are asking that the City orders fanny packs and CPR masks for the lifeguards. They also asked if the City would allow a couple lifeguards to come back as just swimming lesson instructors and not lifeguards for the season, due to other jobs in the afternoon.  Lights in the changing room need changed.  Krueger- Marc contacted Tyler with Miller & Associates. Tyler was going to see if the contractor would start on the East side of the City first due to some pushbacks from the Community. Ambulance and Fire Department will need that route open for emergencies. Smydra- Beautification Committee had a cleanup day last weekend.  Since they spent some time pulling weeds, Smydra visited with Jon about pricing a load of rock for the landscaping.  Clerk Reimers reported that the City’s Budget was submitted to the State on September 29th.  Next Thursday is the Heartland Clerk’s meeting, which will be the last meeting as President of the Association.  Clerk Reimers is currently the Vice Chairperson of the Municipal Accounting & Finance Conference Committee through the League and will be Chairperson at the June Conference.  After Clerk School in 2027, Clerk Reimers should have enough education credits to complete the CMC certificate.  Clerk Reimers started working on getting a CFM (Certified Floodplain Manager) Certificate.  

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Iske reported that he attended the Town Hall Meeting last Wednesday night.  Marvin Planning was here for that and visited with Mayor Iske about the possibility of blighting the entire City.  Keith Marvin would like more surveys to be completed. They will keep the survey open through the end of October.  Mayor Iske is looking into an e-mail received in July by American Tower.  
The next regular meeting is planned for November 3, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
Meeting was Adjourned at 8:38 P.M. 
                                                                                           ___________________________________
                                                                  AJ Reimers
                                                                  City Clerk, Treasurer
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